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great deal, and to me, for the state to get involved, | think we
need to be very careful on. Now, I will indicate at this point
in time that 1"ve had a lot of people, since we had this debate
and this discussion last year, visit with me about this
particular issue. I"m...at this stage of the session, with an
amendment on a bill that has to pass, maybe it"s germane, |
think you could make an argument that it isn"t. 1 think 1it"s
also quite apparent from other activities that are going on that
at this stage that it wouldn"t be, I don"t believe, very
difficult to make this difficult to be adopted. 1"ve decided
that 1"m not going to stand in the way of having this Affordable
Housing Trust Fund be funded by General Fund tax dollars. 1
will indicate that I'm not always right. 1 don"t have all the
solutions and all the answers. There are a number of people in
my community who I trust their judgment that feels that this may
be of help or benefit to them. So with that, I guess I'm
willing to let it have its chance to see if it, in fact, can be
a positive attribute that those that are promoting it would like
to see it to be. I also hope that Senator Wesely is sincere
when he looks at, or when he states that this will, in fact, be
looked at in a couple of years as to whether or not these funds
produce the results and the objectives that have been put forth
by the many different individuals and groups that feel that this
is an important step for the state to take at this point in
time. Given that, I"'m going to support the amendment. 1"m
going to try to keep an eye on this proposal along with some
other 1issues that we all like to keep a handle on. This is
something that 1 hope that as we all allocate these resources
that we recognize that the state"s budget is not a limitless
wealth and that at some point in time we"re going to have to
make some decisions as to what our real true priorities are and,
instead of always just adding another program at another cost,
we will, in fact, look at adding another program and it being a
high enough priority that we will take something else off the
table as a result. The budget®"s going to...discussion®s going
to start Thursday. We"re going to have, |1 think, some good
discussions on the budget and what our priorities ought to be
for the coming years, what level of spending should... should
be...and is appropriate for the state in the coming two years
and in the future. I just hope everyone recognizes that we"re
adding a new program. New programs tend to grow. I hope this
has the benefits that it"s supposed to. With that, 171l sit
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